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TRENTON - Hundreds of sites across New Jersey with ties to the American Revolution moved a step closer to seeing increased protection and tourism Tuesday as acting Governor Codey signed an executive order that endorses federal efforts to preserve them.

The order declares New Jersey "the crossroads of the American Revolution" and designates a special state heritage area that encompasses 213 municipalities and all or portions of 14 counties |in Central Jersey.

The designation is expected to assist in the passage of a measure in the U.S. House of Representatives that would establish a national heritage area in the state. That federal designation would authorize $10 million in aid to go toward preservation and programs for recreation and education.

The federal legislation is sponsored by New Jersey Reps. Rodney Frelinghuysen and Rush Holt, and mirrors a measure sponsored by Sens. Jon Corzine and Frank Lautenberg that passed the Senate in July.

"We must preserve our Revolutionary War sites so we can continue to teach our citizens about one of the most important chapters in our nation's history," Codey said in a statement.

New Jersey has about 300 sites with direct ties to the war for independence from Britain, ranging from battlefields to historic headquarters.

Among the most notable landmarks sites are Washington's Crossing, the Hessian barracks and battleground in Trenton and the Princeton and Red Bank battlefields.

"A national heritage area will raise the profile of New Jersey's historical importance, boost efforts to preserve more open space, and in time, enhance our state's tourism industry as more people visit New Jersey to relive our nation's struggle for freedom," said Frelinghuysen, R-Harding.

