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A step toward the Crossroads

Thursday, August 11, 2005 

BY EDITORIAL 

Gov. Richard J. Codey's executive order designating a large part of central and northern New Jersey as The Crossroads of the American Revolution State Heritage Area figures to be a useful step in the campaign to have Congress create a national heritage area on the same territory. 

The Codey order, by itself, will have little practical effect. It provides no money for preservation, recreation or education efforts at the hundreds of sites in the state where armies fought, marched or encamped during the war for American independence. But it testifies to New Jersey's support for efforts to obtain a federal designation, which carries with it $10 million in federal funding that can be leveraged to produce additional millions in private and public contributions. 

Congress has established 24 National Heritage Areas, through which independent but related historic sites can be protected from development or neglect and promoted as tourist destinations. In 2002, the secretary of the interior reported that the proposed New Jersey area, covering all or parts of 14 counties and more than 200 municipalities, met all the National Park Service's criteria for the designation. Last month, for the second time, the U.S. Senate approved a bill creating The Crossroads of the American Revolution National Heritage Area, but the measure is stuck in committee in the House of Representatives. A full-court press by New Jersey's 13 House members will be needed to shake it loose. Gov. Codey's executive order may help; we hope it does. 

